Tena ra koutou katoa
He mihi tenei kia koutou e awhi nei mo tenei kura
He putanga tenei panui mo koutou
Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa
Greetings to everyone who is, or has been supporting or helping our school

Health & Safety Concern re Scooters
It is great to see children enjoying their scooters, but it is very
concerning to see so many riding scooters to school in bare feet
and without helmets. And some of these are very young indeed.

47 School Rd
Wellsford

To ride bikes and scooters to school children must be Y6 or older,
or be directly supervised by a responsible adult. This is because
they need to understand how traffic works, speed, give way rules,
etc, etc. Very young children don’t understand this yet. We’ve
seen young children on scooters crossing driveways and side
roads without watching out for other road users.

Phone:
09 423 8042
Fax:
09 423 8056
Email:
info@wellsford.school.nz

If using bikes or scooters, parents, please make sure you
children are Y6 or older, understand give way rules, and wear
helmets.

Website:
www.wellsford.school.nz

Advice for Parents in the Digital Age
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Over the next few issues of the school newsletter we will share
advice with parents on how to manage the challenges our
families face in the digital age. We have access to a number of
resources that give tips to parents on how to face the digital
age confidently and skillfully. Feel free to ask for a copy of
these resources at the school office. In the brochure available
there are some top tips about what parents need to know about
The App Store: Is your Child 13+?, In-App Purchases,
Lookalike Apps, Inappropriate Apps, Third-party App Stories,
Create your child’s account, Switch on ‘Ask to Buy’, Restrict
in-App Purchases, Browse Apps by Age, Avoid other App
Stores, How to know an App is safe to install, Spot Fake
Reviews.
Regards

Information
News and Views

Dave Bradley
Principal

Christchurch Tragedy
Coming Events

Over the weekend there was some community feedback over what the
school had or hadn’t done in response to the Christchurch tragedy.
Please see the attached notice for a clearer understanding of how the
school managed and responded to this sad event.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY SPECIAL
Fun rides and lessons
available on well
trained ponies for
all ages, any ability.
$10.00 for 10 minutes,
$25.00 for 25 minutes.
Times to suit.
Enquire about our pony parties – your
place or mine. Wellsford Riding School
phone Marilyn 021 605 409.

The Uniform Shop
opens at the school office
8.30 – 9.30am
every Wednesday
during the school term
Enquiries phone
423 8042
Uniform Sale
Half Price Bootlegs
Be in quick to
purchase your
Winter girls
bootleg pants
Limited numbers
and sizes
All Stock $17.50
Once sold we will not be replacing
this style, but they will continue
to be part of our uniform policy

Wellsford JMB Rugby
Training tonight,
Thursday, 5.00pm for
U7’s, U9’s & U13’s at
Centennial Park,
Wellsford.

DENTAL THERAPISTS

TheTherapists are no longer
on site at Wellsford School.
However, appointments and
enquiries can be made
by phoning 422 2714.

HEAD LICE
Amelia Murray (Y7/R2) has successfully gained
a place in the Northland U13 girls Basketball
team. Please support the teams ‘Ultimate
White Party’ fundraiser as advertised below.

A reminder that we do have
free shampoo and combs for
any families requiring
treatment for head lice, at
the school office.

Trip to Tiritiri Island
Last Wednesday and Thursday Team 2 travelled to Tiritiri
Matangi. We had beautiful weather for the trip and all the
students enjoyed seeing some close up viewing of the amazing
native birds. We were also given an account of how many lengths
they had to go to trap a rat that made it across to the island.
The guides also remarked how much our students knew about
native birds and their calls. A huge thanks to all the parents who
supported the trip.

Wellsford School
Permanent part time cleaner required
Wellsford School is seeking a permanent part time cleaner,
this position is during school term times only. Some
limited holiday hours. 3.00 hours per day, on school days
starting at 2.45pm.
Relief on call cleaner required
This position is an on call position, during term times only.
Please contact: Paul Stephenson at Wellsford School on
423 8042.
SWIMMING SPORTS
Friday 29 March 2019

The PUBLIC
HEALTH NURSE
is based at the
school 2 - 3 days a
week. If you think
this free service
would be of help to
you and your family
at any time please
let the school know
or contact Maretta
Hodgson on 021
227 8680. Please
feel free to txt if
you prefer.

Rodney College Pool
Year 4-8 students and selected Year 3 students

Non-participants will remain at school.
Those taking part may wear house colours
and are asked to bring two towels,
a warm jersey, plenty of food and drink,
and a great attitude!
The SST will have a sausage sizzle
and Juicies for sale at the Swimming Sports
$2.00 for a sausage
$1.00 for a Juicy

Coming Events
Friday 29 March:

Swimming Sports at Rodney College

Friday 5 April:

Gumboot Day

Wednesday 10 to
Friday 12 April:
Friday 12 April:
Monday 29 April:

Team 3 Camp at Mangawhai Heads
Term One ends
Term Two begins

This advertising space is available
Please contact the school office
423 8042

COMPUTER SERVICES
Internet – Broadband – Networks - Email
Virus Control – Sales - Repair
Small Business or Home

‘Not sure what’s wrong with your computer?’
Call Jas to discuss your needs!
J3 Computer Solutions - Wellsford
09 423 8519
021 423 801

CONCRETE
DRIVES – FLOORS – FOOTHPATHS
Phone Mark and the team at
SOLID CONCRETE LTD
021 024 48704 or a/hrs 9450041 (Wfd)
www.solidconcrete.co.nz

WELLSFORD SCHOOL

28 March 2019

Dear Parent Community

Wellsford School came under a great deal of criticism over the weekend on two fronts relating to the
tragedy that occurred in Christchurch on the 15th March. It was suggested in a number of posts on
Facebook that Wellsford School had not honoured the victims of the tragedy in any way, and that the
school had not shown leadership to its community over this tragedy. The timeline below may help you
to see that from the outset, Wellsford School sought to acknowledge the tragedy and look after its
students and staff.

Timeline of Events…
Monday - 8:30am. School leaders call a staff meeting to…
 Make sure staff are OK following the tragedy
 Make sure staff feels confident and equipped to handle any conversations with students that
might come up in the course of the day.
 Discuss some information received by the school, via email, from a child psychologist, about how
best to talk to children after a tragedy like this.
 Staff agreed it was important to protect the innocence of our young students. Many parents had
not even mentioned the Christchurch incident to their children, to protect them from fear and
panic. Some parents had talked about it at home a lot. We therefore needed to be very
sensitive about how we talked about it. We decided then, it was important to keep things as
low key as possible, and to only discuss things more deeply, if the children raised the subject
themselves. In hindsight, keeping things low key may have had the effect of some of the
children being unaware that some of these activities were even connected to Christchurch.
 9:30am - School rehearses its’ safety procedures, especially our lock down plan. We call this our
“Safer inside / Safer Outside” Plan. (Language especially chosen for our younger
students). “Safer Inside” refers to times when it is safer to be inside, perhaps because of
dangerous animals on the fields, a chemical spill nearby, or for times like the Christchurch
event. “Safer Outside” refers to times, like in a fire, where we evacuate to the bus bay.
Tuesday  School leaders received information via email, about ways different schools might acknowledge
and support Christchurch in the aftermath of the tragedy.
 This information was shared with teachers and our regular Staff meeting after school on
Tuesday. Note: There was no mention of holding a minutes silence with a Muslim prayer, so
that was not considered as an option.
 One of the suggestions was to dress in bright, cheerful colours, and to join together to support
Christchurch.
 Staff commented that our planned House Picnics were to be on Friday. We would be wearing
bright colours anyway, and coming together in house groups (mixed age groups) anyway, so
why not choose that as a way to honour Christchurch.

Wednesday - School Principal writes a post in the school newsletter acknowledging the tragedy and in
support of Christchurch
Thursday - School newsletter is published and sent home to parents.
Friday  Children attend school in mufti, wearing the house colours, and enjoy their picnic lunch in their
house groups.
 School office receives unexpected phone call from a concerned parent about the fact that the
school is holding a minutes silence and offering a Muslim prayer. She explained that she had
seen it on Facebook, and parents were being encouraged to get down to the school and
withdraw their children.
 The school explained to her not to be alarmed, as we weren’t involved in those activities.
 Because it had been a concern raised on Facebook, the school decided to alleviate the concern
in the community by explaining, in a post on our Facebook page, that we were not doing the
minutes silence/Muslim prayer activity.
 Unfortunately this was misunderstood, and the community then felt we had done nothing to
honour the victims of the Christchurch tragedy.

You can see from the list above, we had considered, very carefully, our response, and acted in the best
interests of our students throughout. Along with the list above, some individual classes did different
things, and had different levels of conversation about the Christchurch incident. It seems that we did all
this on such a low key level, that many children weren’t able to tell their parents what was done. If there
was ever a next time (hopefully never) we will endeavour to communicate more effectively.

It is such a pity that our community was unaware of all this, and assumed we had done nothing. This is
an unfortunate example of how social media can be damaging. At a time in NZ when we need to come
together and support each other, we instead allow a misunderstanding to divide us.

Please, if you are at all concerned about something you’ve heard is happening, or not happening, at
school, please simply ring, email, or dojo the school for information, rather than jump on Facebook. A
quick call can prevent a great deal of heartache.

Regards
Dave Bradley
Principal

